
 
Winter Hut Operations and Instructions 

PROPANE 
When cold, propane wants to solidify and flow rate to stoves will be slower; don’t change out propane due to low 
flow when temperatures are cold as it doesn’t offer better flow.  Propane freezes at -22° F 

• Tanks:  Propane tanks are located outside the hut, either in a box or hanging from hooks. Turn off propane 
before leaving the hut. There is a wrench available should changing tanks become necessary (remember, 
propane fittings are reverse threaded – LEFT to tighten, RIGHT to loosen). Please use all the propane in the 
current tank before changing tanks. Be sure to check for any leaks.  Shut off tank valves at night and when 
leaving the hut. 

• Stove:  To light stove, turn knob right, then light. To turn off, turn knob counter clockwise, and then check 
with a match to make sure valve is completely off. 

• Lantern:  Push in lever and turn to UP position (DO NOT FORCE LEVER), then light. Mantles are available 
should they need to be changed. Double hung mantles (one inside the other) seem brightest. 

 
WOOD STOVE:  To start a fire in the wood stove, use small kindling. There is an ax located inside the hut. Split wood 
outside of the hut. Holes have been made in the floors of the huts by using the ax inside.  Please replace any already 
split wood used. Conserve firewood. 
 
WATER:  Inside the hut are several metal tubs used for melting snow. Collect snow from the southwest side of the 
hut.  This is the generally windward side of the hut and has the cleanest snow.  Please keep these areas clean. Once 
snow has been collected, place tub(s) on the wood burning stove however, do not place plastic tubs on the stove.  
This has been done. Please do not waste propane for melting snow. To keep water clean from lint, dust, etc., place an 
empty tub on top of the tub with snow melt. It will require a lot of snow to produce good amounts of water, so 
continue adding snow as it melts. 
 
COOKING:  Use the propane cooking stove for cooking. The wood stove may also be used. Try to cook an amount 
of food that will be eaten, to avoid any excess food waste. Burn any excess food waste; do not leave food waste in the 
stove unburned. It will be necessary for your group to pack out food waste, so try to cook an amount that your 
group is able to consume. 
 
DISHES:  The snow melt tubs may be used for washing dishes. Use one tub as a soap tub and another as a rinse tub. 
Heat dishwater on the wood stove (Do not waste propane to wash dishes). Only use a small amount of dish soap in 
the dishwater. Use a bleach rinse for final rinse (1 tsp. bleach to a gallon of water). After dishes are clean, hang or place 
dishes in proper storage area. Make sure that snow melt tubs are cleaned and rinsed of any dish soap and dirt. 
 
WASTE:  Haul out ALL TRASH especially glass. Do NOT leave half consumed bottles of alcohol behind! Paper 
products and uneaten food scraps only may be burned in the wood stove. DO NOT burn tinfoil, plastic products, 
glass, etc. 
 
COMPOSTING TOILET:  This is a composting toilet; place only poop, urine, toilet paper and wood chips in the toilet. 
Follow deposit of waste with a half scoop of wood chips. NO FOIL, PLASTICS, FOOD, TAMPONS OR OTHER NON-
BIODEGRADABLES. 
 
UPON DEPARTURE, please use the broom and dust pan to clean out the entire hut. All dishes should be cleaned and 
put away. Do not leave water in tea pot as it may rust. Turn off propane tanks. All axes, shovels, tools, etc. should be 
stored neatly inside the hut for the next group. If there is a wood box inside the hut, it should be closed. Make sure 
that the area around the hut is clean as well. We would very much appreciate it if upon leaving the hut your ENTIRE 
GROUP goes back into the hut one last time without packs to give the hut a one last look-over to make sure it is 
truly clean, swept and organized.                 Rev 10/09 


